
498c	CRISIS	CAPITALISM	
Wilfrid Laurier University 

Fall	2016	

 
 

Instructor:  Thomas O. Hueglin 

Email: thueglin@wlu.ca                                                           

Seminar Time: Tuesdays, 8:30-11:20  

Classroom:  BA 308                                                       

Office Hours: after class or by appointment  

Office: DAWB 4-124 

 
Wilfrid Laurier University uses software that can check for plagiarism. Students may be required 

to submit their written work in electronic form have it checked for plagiarism.  

 

Students with disabilities or special needs are advised to contact Laurier's Accessible Learning 

Office (https://accessiblelearning.wlu.ca/) for information regarding its services and resources. 

Students are encouraged to review the Academic Calendar for information regarding all services 

available on campus.  

 

Additional information on Foot Patrol, Counselling Services the WLUSU Food Bank can be 

found on the last page out this outline.   

 

COURSE	DESCRIPTION	
 
Recent	financial	and	economic	crises	have	ended	the	unqualified	faith	in	the	self-healing	forces	of	free	
markets.	Comparisons	with	the	Stock	Market	Crash	of	1929	and	the	Great	Depression	afterwards	have	
reopened	 a	 discussion	 about	 market	 capitalism	 as	 an	 inherently	 unstable	 system.	 In	 this	 political	
economy	seminar,	we	shall	read	three	recent	book	publications	on	crisis	capitalism.	While	these	books	
offer	different	perspectives,	they	are	connected	by	the	common	assumption	that	politics	and	economics	
require	radical	rethinking.		
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COURSE	OBJECTIVES	
 
At the end of the seminar, participants should be able to read and understand advanced texts on 
political economy; they should also have a better and more critical understanding of politics in 
the context of 21st century capitalism.  

REQUIRED	TEXTS	
 

1. David Harvey, Seventeen Contradictions and the End of Capitalism (Oxford 2014) 

2. Wolfgang Streeck, Buying Time (Verso 2014) 

3. Yanis Varoufakis, And the Weak Suffer what they Must? 
 

ORGANIZATION	
 
The	 seminar	will	 be	 student-led.	 Two	 students	 have	 to	 sign	up	 for	 each	 group	of	 book	 chapters:	 one	
student	will	present	a	content	analysis;	the	other	will	critique	strengths	and	weaknesses;	both	have	to	
provide	all	participants	with	a	one-page	outline	of	their	presentation.	After	the	presentations,	I	will	pick	
one	student	to	open	the	discussion,	and	all	others	will	be	asked	to	offer	their	thoughts.	

 

REQUIREMENTS		
 
There	 will	 be	 no	midterm	 exam,	 final	 exam,	 or	 research	 paper.	 Instead,	 all	 students	 will	 write	 book	
reviews	on	two	of	the	three	texts	(Harvey,	Streeck).	These	reviews	(8-10pp	each)	have	to	be	handed	in	
two	weeks	after	the	end	of	the	seminar	discussion	of	each.	

	

SCHEDULE	
 
Week 1: Introduction 
Week 2: Reading 
Week 3: Harvey, Prologue, Introduction, Part One 
Week 4: Harvey, Part Two 
Week 5 Harvey, Part Three, Conclusion, Epilogue 
Week 6: Reading 
Week 7: Streeck, Introduction, chapters 1-2 (book review Harvey due) 
Week 8: Streeck, chapters 3-4 
Week 9: Reading 
Week 10: Varoufakis, Preface, chapters 1-3 (book review Streeck due) 
Week 11: Varoufakis, chapters 4-6 
Week 12: Varoufakis, chapters 7-8, Afterword 
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EVALUATION	
 
Book review Harvey 25% 
Book review Streeck  25% 
Presentations   30% 
General participation 20% 
 
 

ACADEMIC	MISCONDUCT	
 
Academic integrity is greatly valued in this course. Academic misconduct occurs in a variety of 
forms. Students are required to familiarise themselves with the University policies on Plagiarism  
Academic Dishonesty as well as the associated penalties which can be severe. Plagiarism: 
According to the Academic Calendar (2016-17), plagiarism “involves using the thoughts, ideas, 
or writings of another person  passing them off as your own (adapted from the Oxford English 
Dictionary definition). It can involve taking credit for ideas that were not your own or using the 
words of others without properly citing them.” Further information can be found at 
https://students.wlu.ca/academics/academic-integrity/index.html.  Should you have any questions 
about these issues please feel free to discuss them with me. Collaboration: all of the work 
produced by students needs to be the product of their own individual efforts. Although 
discussion of topics is to be expected this work needs to reflect original  individual ideas  be 
written independently.  

UNIVERSITY	RESOURCES	
 
The University provides a large selection of professional, academic personal support services to 

assist students to succeed in their academic careers. Please consult the University website for 

available resources.  

	
ON	BEHALF	OF	WLUSU (wlusu.com) 
 
Foot	Patrol	Walk	Home	Service: 

1.519.886.FOOT x3668 

Foot Patrol is a volunteer operated walk-home service, available daily during evening hours.  

Male-female, radio-dispatched teams trained in Emergency First Aid are available on request to 

escort students to and from campus as well as to off-campus destinations, either by foot or by 

van. 

Counselling	Services	and	Peer	Help	Line:	
1.886.281.PEER x7337 
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Counselling Services are available to help students deal with emotional, psychological and social 

challenges of university.  Counselling, consultation or referrals are available at the Student 

Wellness Centre.  Peer Help Line, a confidential listening, referral, information and support line, 

is available during evening hours to provide support. 

	


