
P0281: Pathways to Modern Politics 
Wilfrid Laurier University 

Winter 2017 

 

 

Instructor:  Thomas O. Hueglin 

Email: thueglin@wlu.ca                                                            

Lecture Time: Mondays and Wednesdays, 4:00pm - 5:20pm 

Classroom:  SBE1220                                                       

Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays, 2:30pm - 3:30pm (or by appointment)  

Office: DAWB 4-124 

 

Wilfrid Laurier University uses software that can check for plagiarism. Students may be required 

to submit their written work in electronic form have it checked for plagiarism.  

 

Students with disabilities or special needs are advised to contact Laurier's Accessible Learning 

Office (https://accessiblelearning.wlu.ca/) for information regarding its services and resources. 

Students are encouraged to review the Academic Calendar for information regarding all services 

available on campus.  

 

Additional information on Foot Patrol, Counselling Services the WLUSU Food Bank can be found 

on the last page out this outline.   

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

This course is going back to the beginnings of western political thought. Its primary purpose is to 

read some of the classical texts of western political philosophy. Its goal is two-fold: to examine, 

understand and criticize the meaning of these texts in their own time, and to reflect on their 

relevance for our own time. 

In order to allow for some intensity of study and discussion, the selection has been limited to eight 

political thinkers in four segments: 

mailto:thueglin@wlu.ca
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  - We begin with Descartes and Vico who set the stage with two different methodological 

approaches to social knowledge. 

- We then turn to Plato and Aristotle who mark the two main beginnings to Western political 

thought. 

- We discover the contradictory beginnings of the modern age in the two main works of 

Machiavelli, the Prince, and the Discourses. 

- And finally, we compare two imaginations of modern statehood in Hobbes and Althusius. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 

Students should be able to identify and discuss the political thought of some of the most classical 

thinkers in political science. 

REQUIRED TEXTS 
 

The following texts have to be acquired from the bookstore: 

1. Descartes: Philosophical Writings I 

2. Vico: On the Study Methods of Our Time 

3. Plato: Republic 

4. Aristotle: Politics 

5. Machiavelli: Prince and Discourses 

6. Hobbes: Leviathan 

7. Althusius: Politica 

8. Hueglin: Classical Debates 

 

ORGANIZATION 
 

The course has three components: 1) lectures on the readings and their contextual background to 

be attended by the entire class; 2) group workshops on particular authors and themes to be 

attended by group members only and in preparation for 3) group presentations and debates 

before the entire class. 

For this purpose, the class will also be divided into eight groups for presentation (GP) of 

approximately 15 students, and each of these will be subdivided again into three groups of about 

5 each. In each of the eight group presentations two of these groups will present and debate 

contrasting views of the two authors, while the role of the third group is to provide a comparative 

perspective. The purpose of the workshops is to prepare these presentations with the help of the 

instructor. 

A sign-up sheet will be circulated during second day of class. After that, late sign-ups will only 

be allowed during office hours. 
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REQUIREMENTS I: GROUP PRESENTATIONS 
 
All students have to read all assigned texts and attend lectures as well as group presentations. The 

workshops have to be attended only by those segments and groups preparing for the next round of 

presentations. 

During group presentations, an active participation of all group members is expected. There will be a 
collective grade for each group with the possibility of up/downgrading for particularly strong/weak 
performances.  
 

REQUIREMENTS II: ESSAY 
 

In addition, each student has to hand in a seven page essay (type-written, double-spaced, one 

inch margins) related to the text material. The suggestion is to elaborate further on one particular 

problem, idea or theory arising from the text.  

These essays are due one week after group presentation.  

The main criteria for the evaluation of these essays are: 

- intensive text interpretations with text citations 

- placement of chosen topic within author’s larger context 

- originality of own argument, analysis and conclusion 

Employment and proper citation of at least five significant references from the secondary 

literature that are taken neither from textbooks nor from the internet. 

 

REQUIREMENTS III: FINAL EXAM 
 

The final exam will consist of four brief essay questions, each taken from one of the four 

segments of the course. 

Students have two answer two questions but may not choose the question from the segment of 

their own presentation. This effectively will give a choice of two out of three. 

The questions may focus on one of the two authors in each segment, or they will be of a 

comparative nature. 

While the final exam covers the entire course, nothing will be asked that has not been subject to 

a significant treatment in either lectures or group presentations. 

 

EVALUATION 
 

The course grade will be calculated on the following basis:   

  

- presentation 30%  

- essay 40%  

- final exam 30% 
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Note: Students need a passing grade in each of the components in order to pass the course. 

 

PAPER WRITING RULES 
 

1.  The papers for PO280 can be on any topic related to the course. But I encourage students to 

develop them from their group presentations. Regardless of what students write on, the papers 

are due one week after their presentation. 

2. Significant secondary sources are specialized book publications (not textbooks), and/or 

scholarly journal articles and chapters in edited scholarly books. The use of electronic journals 

through the Laurier library system is of course encouraged. These journal articles then have to be 

cited the same way as if they were hard copy (i.e. without the electronic address). Some 

electronic sources do not provide the original journal pagination. If that is the case, they cannot 

be used. 

3. The paper should contain a clearly defined investigation or argument (cf. my lecture on 

writing skills). As a rule of thumb, about 80% of the paper should be on text interpretation. The 

primary texts used have to be cited properly (book, chapter, paragraph etc. rather than just page 

numbers of the edition used). 

4. The papers are due one week after students’ presentation, and they are due in class. 

Papers handed in any time later, even if it is on the same day, are automatically 

downgraded by half a grade (e.g. B to B-). The same deduction then applies for each 

subsequent period in between classes (papers are no longer dated and stamped in the department 

office and must be deposited directly in my mail box). 

5. All papers have to have the following information on the front page: 

 Name of student 

 Title of paper 

 Course number (i.e. PO280) 

 Name of instructor (i.e. Dr. Hueglin) 

 The number of the Group Presentation (i.e. GP1 to GP8) 

 The letter identifying the specific group (i.e. A, B, or C) 

 Due Date of the Paper 

Any of this information missing will automatically lead to a grade deduction for the paper. 

 

6.  Only stapled papers will be accepted. All others will be treated as not submitted. 

 

CITATIONS 
 

All citations must be identified by:  

In-text reference:  

Primary sources: (author, chapter/paragraph etc.) 

Secondary sources: (name: year, page)  

complete bibliography at the end 

(in other words: no footnotes or endnotes!) 
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LATE PENALTY AND ACCEPTANCE 
 

1. Apart from the grade deductions for incorrect paper submissions applying on the due day, 

further half-step deductions (e.g. from B+ to B) will be applied from class to class. 

2. I will not accept papers after the final exam (there may be an exception for GP 7/8). Students 

will then have to petition. 

 

COMMUNICATION 
 

An active WLU e-mail account is required as a means of communication. Please ensure that your 

account is active; check it regularly. 

I do not use MLS. Important general information only will be given in class. 

I strongly encourage students to come to office hours for all specific questions and problems 

particularly in relation to the essay. 

Extensions or other accommodations as well as clarifications on any aspect of the course will only 

be discussed in person during office hours (or by appointment).  

 

CLASS SCHEDULE 
 

Wed 04 Jan Introduction 

 

Mon 09 Jan Lecture: Descartes 

Wed 11 Jan Lecture:  Vico 

 

Mon 16 Jan TBA 

Wed 18 Jan TBA 

 

Mon 23 Jan Workshop I 

Wed 25 Jan  GP1: instruments of knowledge 

 

Mon 30 Jan GP2: aims of knowledge 

Wed 01 Feb Lecture: Plato 

 

Mon 06 Feb  Lecture: Aristotle 

Wed 08 Feb Workshop II  

 

Mon 13 Feb GP3: what kind of society? 

Wed 15 Feb GP4: what kind of state? 

 

Mon 27 Feb Lecture: The Prince 

Wed 01 Mar Lecture: The Discourses 

 

Mon 06 Mar Workshop III 

Wed 08 Mar GP5: what kind of society? 
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Mon 13 Mar GP6: what kind of state? 

Wed 15 Mar Lecture: Hobbes 

 

Mon 20 Mar  Lecture: Althusius 

Wed 22 Mar Workshop IV 

 

Mon 27 Mar GP7: human nature 

Wed 29 Mar GP8: sovereignty 

 

Mon 03 Apr Wrap-Up 

 

ASSIGNED READINGS 
 

Please note that these are minimum readings. The more you read beyond, the better you will be 

prepared. Always also read introductions that might provide additional information.  

• 1) Descartes: Discourse on the Method  

• 2) Vico: all  

3) Plato: parts II, IV‐VII, IX  
4) Aristotle: books I, III‐IV  

• 5) Machiavelli, The Prince: all  

6) Machiavelli, The Discourses: book I: 1‐10, 16‐18, 50‐58; book III: 7‐9, 29  

• 7) Hobbes: chapters 13, 17‐31, 44, review and conclusion.  
8) Althusius: chapters I‐IX, XIX, XXXIII.  

 

 

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT 
 

Academic integrity is greatly valued in this course. Academic misconduct occurs in a variety of 

forms. Students are required to familiarise themselves with the University policies on Plagiarism  

Academic Dishonesty as well as the associated penalties which can be severe. Plagiarism: 

According to the Academic Calendar (2016-17), plagiarism “involves using the thoughts, ideas, 

or writings of another person  passing them off as your own (adapted from the Oxford English 

Dictionary definition). It can involve taking credit for ideas that were not your own or using the 

words of others without properly citing them.” Further information can be found at 

https://students.wlu.ca/academics/academic-integrity/index.html.  Should you have any questions 

about these issues please feel free to discuss them with me. Collaboration: all of the work 

produced by students needs to be the product of their own individual efforts. Although 

discussion of topics is to be expected this work needs to reflect original  individual ideas  be 

written independently.  

UNIVERSITY RESOURCES 
 

https://students.wlu.ca/academics/academic-integrity/index.html
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The University provides a large selection of professional, academic  personal support services to 

assist students to succeed in their academic careers. Please consult the University website for 

available resources.  

 
ON BEHALF OF WLUSU (wlusu.com) 

 

Foot Patrol Walk Home Service: 

1.519.886.FOOT x3668 

Foot Patrol is a volunteer operated walk-home service, available daily during evening hours.  

Male-female, radio-dispatched teams trained in Emergency First Aid are available on request to 

escort students to and from campus as well as to off-campus destinations, either by foot or by 

van. 

Counselling Services and Peer Help Line: 
1.886.281.PEER x7337 

Counselling Services are available to help students deal with emotional, psychological and social 

challenges of university.  Counselling, consultation or referrals are available at the Student 

Wellness Centre.  Peer Help Line, a confidential listening, referral, information and support line, 

is available during evening hours to provide support. 

 


