
North American Studies / Political Science 301: Drugs, Guns and 

Trucks: Commerce and Contraband in North America 

Wilfrid Laurier University 

Fall 2016 

 

Instructor:  J.A. Sandy Irvine 

Lecture: TR 1-2:20p.m.  

Email:  sirvine@wlu.ca 

Classroom:  Arts 1C17  

Office Hours: Wednesday 11:30a.m.-12:15p.m. and Thursday 11:30a.m.-12:30p.m. (or by 

appointment)  

Office: DAWB 4-105A 

 

Wilfrid Laurier University uses software that can check for plagiarism. Students may be required 

to submit their written work in electronic form and have it checked for plagiarism.  

 

Students with disabilities or special needs are advised to contact Laurier's Accessible Learning 

Office (https://www.wlu.ca/accessible-learning/index.html) for information regarding its 

services and resources. Students are encouraged to review the Academic Calendar for 

information regarding all services available on campus.  

 

Additional information on Foot Patrol, Counselling Services the WLUSU Food Bank can be found 

on the last page out this outline. 

  

Course Description 

 

This course explores the processes of transnational governance of North America. Both legal 

and illegal activities around trade and contraband are facilitated by North American 
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interconnectedness. We consider the conditions under which these legal and illegal activities 

have developed, their impact and how policy-makers have responded to them.  The course 

begins by considering the formal and informal process of integration of North American 

economic and political space. It then considers how this integration has played out in legal and 

illicit trade and transnational economic activity. Throughout, the course considers how states 

and society seek to respond to, manage and control these activities. This includes law 

enforcement efforts, border regulations and management, enhanced security activities and 

transnational cooperation, as well as political contestation of these responses.  Specific cases 

are used to explore these relationships including:  North American business; resource, energy 

and environmental management; legal / illegal migration; as well as the illegal drug and gun 

trade. This course uses an interdisciplinary approach.  

 

Course Objectives 

 

By the end of the course students should: 

 

1. Be able to describe important historical and contemporary patterns of legal and 

illegal activities (trade and contraband) across North America. 

2. Be able to identify and critically assess explanations for legal and illegal activities and 

their various social, political and economic impacts in North America from a number 

of key theoretical and conceptual perspectives. 

3. Be able to critically evaluate the attempts of policy-makers to manage these 

activities in North America through policies related to trans-border governance and 

border control. 

4. Be able to explain the importance of the drivers, barriers and politics of regional 

integration and cooperation in North America in both the historic and contemporary 

context. 

5. Be able to assess the usefulness of different disciplinary approaches to policy issues 

discussed in the course. 



6. Be able to apply different disciplinary approaches to develop interdisciplinary 

solutions to policy issues raised in the course.   

7. Have further developed core professional and academic skills including organization 

skills, the ability to work independently, to undertake research and to communicate 

ideas effectively and professionally in online discussions, in a policy paper and in a 

final exam.   

 

Required Texts 

 

1. All readings are available online or in the University Library. Most are available through 

the WLU library webpage.  

 

Course Evaluation 

 

Assignment 

Course Participation, 

Online Discussion and 

Attendance  

 

Interdisciplinary Case 1 

 

Interdisciplinary Case 2 

 

Short Research Paper 

 

Final Exam 

 

 

 

Due Date  

Ongoing and Oct. 6 / Nov. 

3 - see below 

 

 

October 5, 2016 

 

November 2, 2016  

 

November 24, 2016 

 

(scheduled by Registrar in 

December final exam 

period) 

 

% of course grade 

10% 

 

 

 

15% 

 

15% 

 

30% 

 

30%
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Course Participation and Attendance: 

 

Students will have more success in the course if they attend all lectures. Most classes will 

include student discussions and the course requires students to contribute to online 

discussions. Students’ participation is expected to demonstrate a high standard of critical 

engagement with the readings as well as high quality communication skills. Communication 

skills include, but are not limited to, the ability to convey complicated ideas in an organized 

manner; the use of appropriate professional language; the ability to listen and respond to other 

participants effectively. Students will earn their participation grade by making 2 contributions 

to online discussion (one in week 4 and another in week 7) and on their attendance in 2 classes 

where interdisciplinary cases studies are being discussed (October 6th and November 3rd). 

Attendance is worth 5%. Contribution to online discussion is worth 5% 

 

Online discussion will take place in weeks 4 and week 7, and will be open on the Monday at 

noon and will close at 5p.m. on Friday. Students must make one comment in this time frame. 

Students are expected to read the previous contributions to the discussion and then to advance 

the conversation by raising new perspectives or information. Online contributions are public – 

everyone will see your comments. Make sure your contributions use appropriate / professional 

tone and content.  Each comment should be at least 70 words long and no more than 100 

words. Contributions will be graded pass/fail. A pass will earn the full 2.5% for each 

contribution. Further details will be provided in class. 

 

Interdisciplinary case study research  

 

Students will complete two interdisciplinary case study research assignments.  

In each assignment you will identify and assess the benefits / weaknesses of two different 

disciplinary approaches to a single policy issue in the North American context. Students will 

need to identify two sources (or groups of sources) with two different disciplinary focuses to a 

single policy issue identified by the professor. Each source or group of sources must be at least 
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5 pages long. They can be an academic paper, a policy backgrounder, a think-tank paper, news 

sources or reputable web sources. In the assignment students will need to summarize the main 

argument and explain the advantages and weaknesses of looking at the problem from each 

disciplinary perspective. You will also need a section highlighting what the advantages might be 

of combining the two disciplinary approaches.  The research from these assignments will be 

used as the basis of the discussion in classes on October 6th and November 3rd.  Further details 

will be provided in class.  

Each case study submission should be 500 words in length (+/- 10%). Case study 1 is due 

October 5, 2016. Case study 2 is due November 2, 2016. See submission guidelines on the 

assignment guide distributed in week 1 and posted on the course webpage.  

 

Short Policy Paper: 

 

This paper will address a question that challenges policymakers who are tasked with managing 

transnational activities and borders within North America. The paper will respond to a question 

set by the professor. Papers should make strong links to the major themes of the course. Good 

scholarly work will, amongst other things, engage the existing literature critically; provide an 

original argument; use convincing evidence to support that argument; and use proper citation 

and bibliography styles. 

 

This paper should be 2000 words in length (+/- 10%). Due November 24, 2016. Further details 

will be provided in class. See submission guidelines below. 

 

Final Exam 

 

This exam is cumulative, covering all topics from across the course. The final exam will be held 

in the university scheduled exam period. It will be 2 hours in length and will use a short answer 

and essay format. More details will be provided in class. 



6 
 

  

Course Policies 

 

Academic Misconduct and the Need for Academic Integrity:  

 

Academic integrity is greatly valued in this course. Academic misconduct occurs in a variety of 

forms. Students are required to familiarise themselves with the University policies on Plagiarism 

and Academic Dishonesty as well as the associated penalties which can be severe.  

 

Plagiarism:  

 

According to the Academic Calendar (2016-17), plagiarism “involves using the thoughts, ideas, 

or writings of another person and passing them off as your own (adapted from the Oxford 

English Dictionary definition). It can involve taking credit for ideas that were not your own or 

using the words of others without properly citing them.” Further information can be found at 

https://students.wlu.ca/academics/academic-integrity/index.html. Should you have any 

questions about these issues please feel free to discuss them with me. 

 

Collaboration:  

 

All of the work produced by students needs to be the product of their own individual efforts. 

Although discussion of topics is to be expected this work needs to reflect original and individual 

ideas and be written independently.  

 

Submission:  

 

Written work should be presented in a scholarly fashion, double spaced with one inch margins 

using a 12pt. Times New Roman font or equivalent. Work must be submitted as both an 

electronic and hard copy. Electronic copies must be submitted by midnight on the date it is due. 
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Papers submitted after this will incur late penalties. Late penalties will be based on the date 

and time of electronic submission through the correct drop box on the course webpage in 

mylearning space (which will use Turnitin). A hardcopy, identical to the one submitted through 

my-learning space, must be submitted in class, the next time we meet. Please keep a copy of all 

papers submitted for the course.  

 

Succinct and lucid writing is a skill. Papers that substantially exceed the page limit will be 

subject to penalty.  

 

Late penalties:  

 

Late penalties for written work will be assigned at 2% (of the 100% value of the assignment) per 

day, including weekend days, with a midnight cut-off for each day. To stop late penalties on the 

weekends you should submit written work to the appropriate drop box in the course webpage 

in mylearning space. A hard copy must be submitted in the next lecture. On the cover of your 

hard copy you must state that you submitted the paper to the drop box and note the date of 

the original submission.  

 

Communication:  

 

An active WLU e-mail account is required as a means of communication. Please ensure that 

your account is active and check it regularly. The course uses a mylearning space webpage – 

important messages will be posted here. Students should be enrolled in the webpage and check 

it regularly. I encourage students to come and see me in office hours with specific questions or 

more general issues. If you require clarification on any aspect of the course please arrange to 

see me. Please also feel free to set up a meeting outside of regular office hours.  

 

Accommodations:  
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Accommodations, including for emergencies, serious illness, religious observances or other 

appropriate reasons will be made for both class attendance and written work. Documentation 

may be required. Where possible – such as in the case of religious observances - it is expected 

that I be notified in advance. Should you feel uncomfortable discussing the need for 

accommodation with me directly please feel free to contact accessible learning to discuss your 

situation. 

 

University Resources:  

 

The University provides a large selection of professional, academic and personal support 

services to assist students to succeed in their academic careers. Please consult the University 

website for available resources.  

 

Lecture Outline and Required Readings  

 

Lectures: 

 

Lectures are an important part of this course. Many concepts and ideas introduced in the 

lecture are not found in the course readings. In order to succeed in the course students must 

attend lectures regularly. If you miss a lecture ask a reliable colleague to provide you with 

course notes. Lecture slides act only as a partial guide to lecture materials and will not be 

distributed to students 

 

Required Readings:  

 

It is important that students read and think critically about the course readings. These readings 

have been selected to supplement lectures and provide the basis for the discussion held in 

class. They also assist in meeting a number of the key objectives of the course. These include 

providing: an overview of each topic; discussion of relevant approaches and critiques of those 
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approaches; an introduction to key readings and authors in a particular field; and examples of 

the application of these approaches to key issues raised in the course. In addition to these 

readings students are encouraged to explore other material on the topics covered in the course 

and to keep up-to-date on relevant current affairs.  

 

Weekly Schedule 

 

Readings have not been included for weeks 3-13. A complete reading schedule will be 

provided in the first week of class and posted on the course webpage. 

 

Week 1: Introduction: Interdisciplinarity, integration and licit and illicit economies (Sept. 8) 

  

 Rebekah R. Brown, Ana Deletic and Tony H.F. Wong, “How to catalyse collaboration,” 

Nature 525 (September 17, 2015) 

 

Week 2:  Transborder and Regional Governance: North American integration? (Sept. 13 and 

15) 

 

 Ann Capling and Kim Richard Nossal, “The Contradictions of Regionalism in North 

America,” Review of International Studies 35 (2009)  

 Stephen Clarkson, “Does North America Exist? Transborder Governance after NAFTA 

and the Security and Prosperity Partnership” NorteaAmérica 2:2 (July-December 2007) 

www.revistascisan.unam.mx/Norteamerica/pdfs/n04/n0405.pdf 

 Robert Pastor, “North America’s Second Decade” Foreign Affairs 83:1 (January, 2004) 

 Robert Pastor “The Future of North America: Replacing a Bad Neighbor Policy” Foreign 

Affairs 87:4 (July 2008) 

 

Week 3:  Transborder and Regional Governance: the European Model (Sept. 20 and 22) 
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Week 4: A North America Business Space (Sept. 27 and 29) 

 

Week 5: Resources, Environment and Energy in North America (Oct. 4 and 6) 

 

 October 6, 2016 – Interdisciplinary case study discussion 

 

---Thanksgiving and Reading Week, October 10-14th--- 

 

Week 6: Borders, Walls and Perimeters: Securing North America (Oct. 18 and 20) 

 

Week 7: Law and Order: Security in North America (Oct. 25 and 27)  

 

Week 8: Legal Migration: Business, Labour and Tourism in North America (Nov. 1 and 3) 

 

 Interdisciplinary case study discussion November 3, 2016 

 

Week 9: Illegal Migration: Trafficking and Illegal immigration in North America (Nov. 8 and 10)  

 

Week 10: The Illegal Drug Trade in North America (Nov. 15 and 17) 

  

Week 11: Illegal Guns and Violence in North America (Nov. 22 and 24) 

 

Week 12: The Prospects for Transborder Governance in North American (Nov. 29 and Dec. 1)   

  

Week 13: Review (Dec. 6) 

 

On behalf of WLUSU (wlusu.com) 

 
 

Foot Patrol Walk Home Service: 
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1.519.886.FOOT x3668 

 

Foot Patrol is a volunteer operated walk-home service, available daily during evening hours.  

Male-female, radio-dispatched teams trained in Emergency First Aid are available on request to 

escort students to and from campus as well as to off-campus destinations, either by foot or by 

van. 

 

Counselling Services and Peer Help Line: 

 

1.886.281.PEER x7337 

 

Counselling Services are available to help students deal with emotional, psychological and social 

challenges of university.  Counselling, consultation or referrals are available at the Student 

Wellness Centre.  Peer Help Line, a confidential listening, referral, information and support line, 

is available during evening hours to provide support. 

 

Student Food bank 

 

All Laurier students are eligible to use the Student Food Bank.  Anonymous requests can be 

made online at wlusu.com under the Services tab.  All dietary restrictions are accommodated, 

and food hampers typically last up to a week. 

 

  


