
	  

NO211:	  Canadian Identities and	  Cultures
Wilfrid Laurier University

Fall 2016

Instructor: Dr. Kevin Spooner

Email: kspooner@wlu.ca

Class Time: Mondays and Wednesday,	  2:30pm-‐3:50pm

Classroom: BA208

Office Hours: Wednesday 10:30am-‐11:20am; (or by appointment)

Office: DAWB 4-‐159

Course Description 

Is there	  a ‘Canadian’	  identity?	  Would such	  an identity	  be useful?	  Beneficial?	  Dangerous?	  

Would it be more correct to speak of Canadian identities? If so, how would such identities

be constructed, and by whom? This course examines the many issues and assumptions that

underpin	  these	  very	  questions.

Class, gender, race, and	  a sense	  of place	  are	  all factors contributing to the dynamic process

of identity construction in Canada. NO211 begins by exploring notions of community and

region, and then in a series of case studies questions how identity formation and

construction	  takes	  place	  across Canada, both contemporarily and in the past (examples

include British Columbia, the Prairies, the Provincial North, and the Atlantic Provinces).

The impact and meaning of ‘race’ in these various locations is a primary focus, explored

using film	  and interdisciplinary scholarship.

In addition	  to this regional	  analytical approach,	  the course	  finishes with a series of classes

that address the cultural and racial dimensions of ‘community’ for Indigenous Canadians
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and South Asian Canadians, the significance of immigration and	  diversity	  for cities, and

Canadian ‘national’ identity.

Course Objectives 
By the end of the course students should:

•	 understand and be able to articulate, orally	  and	  in writing,	  how foundational themes

in Canadian Studies (e.g. community, identity, belonging, metanarratives, regions

and regionalism, staples, metropolitan/hinterland relationships, limited identities)

can be used to explain contemporary Canada

•	 understand and be able to articulate,	  orally	  and in writing,	  how race	  shapes

relations	  of power in Canadian society, in a number of regions and social contexts

•	 recognize	  the	  strengths	  and	  weaknesses	  of both	  disciplinary	  perspectives	  and	  

interdisciplinary approaches to scholarship when assessing course materials,

particularly	  readings

•	 communicate i clear,	  correct,	  written	  pose

•	 communicate ideas orally and with confidence within medium	  and larger groups

•	 understand how our own preconceptions shape	  our academic interpretations of the	  

issues we	  study

•	 appreciate the particular forms of marginalization that	  confront	  Indigenous

Canadian communities, both historically and contemporarily

Textbook 

A course	  package	  of NO211	  readings	  is available for purchase from	  the bookstore.
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Course Evaluation 

• Seminar Attendance and Participation (20%)

• Course	  Online	  Discussions	  (10%)

• Life Writing Assignment (10%)

• Research	  Essay (35%)

• Final Exam	  (25%)

Seminar Attendance and Participation

In the first class, students will be assigned to either group ‘A’ or group ‘B’. Once assigned to

a group, you must attend the appropriate seminar, as scheduled in the syllabus. At each

seminar, students will be evaluated on attendance, preparedness, and participation. A mark

out of ‘10’ is assigned for each seminar. Students receive ‘5’ out of ‘10’ for attending the

class. The remainder of the grade is assessed on evidence of the completion of course

readings, as demonstrated by thoughtful and insightful contributions to class discussions.

Students are encouraged to ask and answer questions during seminars. Indeed, careful

reading of an author’s argument and evidence should prompt numerous questions worth

noting, in preparation	  for class. While both quantity and quality are	  factors	  taken into

account	  when	  assessing	  seminar participation, quality of interjections is most important. In

a class such as this, seminar participation is key to the overall success of the course. Thus,

students not only have a responsibility to themselves, but also to their peers and the

instructor, to complete readings.

Course Online Discussions

In a week when students do not have seminar, comments and questions on the readings

will	  be addressed via	  MyLearningSpace discussions.	  Discussions will	  begin	  on	  the Tuesday

following lecture on Monday. Students who have attended seminar in a given week are not

expected	  to	  contribute	  to	  the	  online	  discussions. The contributions	  of students	  who	  were	  

not scheduled to attend seminar will be evaluated (5 discussions, each worth 2% of the

final course grade). Grades for online discussion will be based not simply on the number of

postings,	  but also	  on the thoughtfulness of contributions.
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Life Writing	  Assignment
Instructions for completing this assignment will be discussed in class and posted to the

course MyLearningSpace	  page.

This assignment is due October	  3,	  2016. It must be submitted in hard copy at the

beginning	  of class that	  day.

Research Essay

The research	  essay	  provides students	  with	  an	  in-‐depth	  opportunity	  to	  explore	  a topic	  of

their choosing that relates to the broad aim	  of the course: to understand the processes of

identity formation and construction in the Canadian context. The essay should be

approximately 2000 words (no more than 2500 words). Students who have taken

NO315/PO315 should not choose a topic that relates to Québec. This assignment must be

submitted to the assignment drop box on MyLearningSpace. Detailed instructions for

completing this assignment will be discussed in class and posted to the course

MyLearningSpace page.	  

This assignment is due November 21st, 2016. It must be submitted in hard copy at the

beginning	  of class that	  day.

Final	  Exam

The final exam	  will consist of two essay questions selected from	  a list of four possible

questions.	  The questions	  will be	  broad	  in nature,	  but students	  will be	  expected	  to	  draw on

the course lectures, readings, films, and seminar discussions to provide specific evidence in

support of a thesis/argument. The final exam	  is scheduled by the Registrar’s Office. All

students are expected to be available to write the exam	  during the official exam	  period.

Class Schedule and	  Required	  Readings 

Week 1

September 12

• Lecture:	  Course	  Introduction

• Film: A Kid’s View of Canada
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September 14

•	 No class	  this	  day.

Week 2

Readings

•	 Yi-‐Fu Tuan, “Place:	  an Experiential Perspective,” The	  Geographical Review 65:2

(April 1975): 151-‐165.

•	 Dei, George J. Sefa, “Defense of Official Multiculturalism	  and Recognition of the

Necessity of Critical Anti-‐Racism,” Canadian Issues (Spring 2011): 15-‐19.

September 19

•	 Lecture: Concepts of Community

• Film: The Last Train – Part One

September 21

•	 In class seminar for group A students.

•	 Online discussion	  for group B students.

Week 3

Readings

•	 Margaret Conrad, “Regionalism	  in a Flat World,” Acadiensis 35.2 (Spring	  2006): 138-‐

143.

•	 Boulou	  de B’béri and Ruth Middlebrook,	  “The Paradox	  of National	  Identity: Region,

Nation,	  and	  Canadian	  Idol,” Canadian Journal of Communication 34.1 (2009): 25-‐40.

September 26

•	 Lecture: Approaches to Regionalism

• Film: The Last Train – Part Two

September 28
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•	 In class seminar for group B students.

•	 Online discussion	  for group A students.

Week 4

Readings

•	 Tina Loo, “Hotel Canada,” Canada’s History 91.4 (Aug/Sep 2011): 60-‐61.

•	 Laura Madokoro, “Chinatown and Monster Homes: The Splintered Chinese Diaspora

in Vancouver,” Urban History	  Review 39.2 (Spring	  2011): 17-‐24.

•	 L.L.M. Aguiar, A. McKinnon, and D. Sookraj, “Repertoires of Racism: Reactions to

Jamaicans in the Okanagan Valley,” BC Studies 168 (Winter	  2010): 65-‐79.

October 3

•	 Film: Continuous Journey

October 5

•	 In class seminar for group A students.

•	 Online discussion	  for group B students.

Week 5

Readings

•	 Sherene	  H.	  Razack,	  “Gendered	  Racial Violence	  and Spatialized	  Justice:	  The Murder of

Pamela George,” in Race, Space, and the	  Law: Unmapping a White	  Settler Society

(Toronto:	  Between	  the	  Lines, 2002). 121-‐156.

•	 Elizabeth Comack and Evan Bowness, “Dealing the Race Card: Public Discourse on

the Policing	  of Winnipeg’s Inner-‐city Communities,” Canadian Journal of Urban

Research 19.1 (Summer 2010): 34-‐50.

October 17

•	 Lecture:	  The West

•	 Film: TwoWorlds Colliding
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October 19

•	 In class seminar for group B students.

•	 Online discussion	  for group A students.

Week 6

Readings

•	 Thomas Dunk, “Racism, Regionalism, and Common Sense in Northwestern Ontario,”

in Social Relations in Resource	  Hinterlands (Thunder Bay:	  Lakehead	  University	  

Centre	  for Northern Studies, 1991). 204-‐221.

•	 Claire Campbell, “‘Our Dear North Country’: Regional Identity and National Meaning

in Ontario’s	  Georgian	  Bay,” Journal of Canadian Studies 37.4 (Winter	  2003): 68-‐91.

October 24

•	 Lecture:	  Provincial North

•	 Film: Okimah

October 26

•	 In class seminar for group A students.

•	 Online discussion	  for group B students.

Week 7

Readings

•	 Adrienne Lucas Sehatzadeh, “A	  Retrospective on the Strengths of African Nova

Scotian Communities: Closing Ranks	  to	  Survive,” Journal of Black Studies 28.3

(January	  2008): 407-‐412.

•	 Tina Loo, “Africville and the Dynamics of State Power in Postwar Canada,”

Acadiensis 39.2 (Summer/Autumn 2010): 23-‐47.

October 31

•	 Lecture: Atlantic Canada
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•	 Film: Remember Africville

November 2

•	 In class seminar for group B students.

•	 Online discussion	  for group A students.

Week 8

Readings

•	 Anne Godlewska et al, “Cultivating Ignorance of Aboriginal Realities,” The	  Canadian

Geographer 54.4 (2010): 417-‐440.

•	 Lana Ray and Paul Nicolas Cormier, “Killing the Weendigo with Maple Syrup:

Anishnaabe Pedagogy and Post-‐Secondary	  Research,”	  Canadian Journal of Native	  

Education 35.1 (2012): 163-‐176.

November 7

•	 Lecture:	  Indigenous	  Canadians

8th
•	 Film: Fire: It’s Time

November 9

•	 In class seminar for group A students.

•	 Online discussion	  for group B students.

Week 9

Readings

•	 Brian Ray and Valerie Preston, “Geographies of Discrimination: Variations in

Perceived Discomfort and Discrimination in Canada’s Gateway Cities,” Journal of	  

Immigrant and Refugee	  Studies 7.3 (September 2009): 228-‐249.

•	 Parvin Ghorayshi, “Diversity and Interculturalism: Learning from	  Winnipeg’s Inner

City,” Canadian Journal of Urban Research 19.1 (Summer 2010): 89-‐104. 

November 14
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•	 Lecture:	  Diversity, Race, and the City

•	 Film: 9 Months, 6 Blocks

November 16

•	 In class seminar for group B students.

•	 Online discussion	  for group A students.

Week 10
Readings

•	 Purnima Sundar, “To ‘Brown It Up’ or to ‘Bring Down the Brown’: Identity and

Strategy	  in Second-‐Generation, South Asian-‐Canadian Youth,” Journal of Ethnic and

Cultural Diversity	  in Social Work 17.3 (August 2008): 251-‐278.	  

•	 Bina	  Mehta	  and Kevin	  Spooner,	  “Negotiating Differences: Glimpses of a Canadian 

Interracial	  Relationship,”	  in Experiencing Difference, ed. Carl James (Halifax:

Fernwood	  Publishing, 2000). 150-‐162.

November 21

• Lecture: South Asian Canadians (Hyphenated Identity)

November 23

•	 In class seminar for group A students.

•	 Online discussion	  for group B students.

Week 11

Readings

•	 J. L. Granatstein, “What History? Which	  History?”Who Killed Canadian History?

(Toronto:	  Harper	  Collins,	  1998). 3-‐17.

•	 Yasmeen Abu-‐Laban, “The	  Politics	  of History	  Under	  Harper,” Labour 73 (2014): 215-‐

17.

November 28
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• Lecture:	  Who	  are	  We?

• Film: CPAC interview-‐Historian J.L. Granatstein

November 30

• In class seminar for group B students.

• Online discussion	  for group A students.

Week 12
December 5

• Lecture:	  Course	  Review

December 7

• No class	  this	  day.

Course Policies 

Information Technology

Students are to adhere to the Principles in the Use of Information Technology. These

principles and resulting	  actions for breaches are	  stated in the current	  Undergraduate	  

Calendar.

Examinations

Students must reserve the examination period. If you are considering registering for a

special examination or event, you should select a time outside the examination period. 

Consult with the Undergraduate Calendar (online) for special circumstances for

examination deferment. There will be no exam	  deferrals without official medical

documentation. Absence from	  the final exam, without supporting medical documentation,

will result in a grade of zero for that component of the course.
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Late Course Assignments

Course assignments will not be accepted after the due date, except in legitimate and

documented circumstances. Oral requests for extensions are not acceptable. Students

requiring extensions must put their request to the instructor, in writing, before the due

date, outlining the extraordinary circumstances necessitating additional time. Extensions

will	  not	  be granted on	  or after the due date.	  Extensions will	  not	  exceed one week	  after the

original due date, except in extraordinary and documented circumstances. In the absence

of accompanying documentation, and at the discretion of the instructor, late work is subject

to a penalty of a grade loss per day (eg: A-‐ to B+) weekends included.	  Late work	  will	  not	  

receive instructor’s written comments. No course work will be	  accepted	  after	  the	  last day	  

of classes.

Academic Misconduct and the Need for Academic Integrity

All assignments must be produced by you, and prepared for this course. While students

may choose the particular focus of their work in NO211, assignments must deal expressly

with issues that	  are central	  to this course.	  No part of an assignment submitted for	  NO211	  

may be drawn from	  an assignment submitted in any other course. If you are using sources

for previous or concurrent courses, you should notify the instructor ahead of time. You are

required to submit work that is original (your own) in conception, organization, and	  

expression. Borrowing material from	  other sources, whether in the form	  of direct

quotation or paraphrasing must be acknowledged. Direct quotation must be identified with

quotation marks and properly referenced. Failure to make such acknowledgment will make

written	  work	  ineligible for grading.	  Students are responsible for knowing	  University and

Departmental Policies on Academic and Research Misconduct.

Wilfrid Laurier University uses software that can check for plagiarism. Students will be

required to submit their written work in electronic form	  to MyLearningSpace,	  and it	  will	  be

checked for plagiarism. Work will not be considered officially submitted until uploaded to

MyLearningSpace. The penalties for plagiarism	  or any form	  of academic misconduct are

severe and enforced at all times. The Student Code	  of Conduct and Discipline, and the

procedures for investigating and determining appropriate disciplinary measures for

breaches of the Code are given	  in	  the current	  Undergraduate Calendar. 
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Academic misconduct is an act by a student, or by students working on a team	  project,

which may result in a false evaluation of the student(s), or which represents a deliberate

attempt to unfairly gain an academic advantage. Academic misconduct includes, but is not

limited to, the following acts which are presented as examples or a guide since not every

possible circumstance can be anticipated:

•	 plagiarism, which is the unacknowledged presentation, in whole or in part, of the

work	  of others as one’s own,	  whether in written, oral or other form, in an

examination, report, assignment, thesis, or dissertation;

•	 cheating, which involves the using, giving, receiving, or the attempt to use, give or

receive unauthorized information during an examination in oral, written or	  other	  

form; or copying an essay, examination or report, or allowing someone else to copy

one’s essay, examination or report;

•	 submitting the same piece of work, or a significant part thereof, for more than one

course without the permission of the instructors	  involved	  in each	  course; or,

submitting an essay or other work which has been submitted elsewhere, previously

or at the same time without the written permission of all academic units or

institutions involved in the submissions;

•	 impersonating another person in an examination or test;

•	 buying or otherwise obtaining term	  papers or assignments for submission of

another person’s work	  as one’s own	  for evaluation; 

• falsifying, misrepresenting or forging an academic record or supporting document.

University Resources

The University	  provides a large	  selection	  of professional,	  academic, and personal	  support	  

services to assist students to succeed in their academic careers. Please consult the

University	  website	  for available	  resources.
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Accessible Learning

Students with	   disabilities	   or special needs are	   advised	   to	   contact Laurier's	   Accessible

Learning	  Office for information regarding its services and resources.

Foot Patrol	  Walk Home Service

1.519.886.3668

Foot Patrol is a volunteer	  operated	  walk-‐home service, available daily	  during	  evening	  

hours. Male-‐female, radio-‐dispatched teams trained in Emergency First Aid are available

on request to escort students to and from	  campus as well as to off-‐campus destinations,

either	  by	  foot or by	  van.

Counselling	  Services	  and Peer Help Line

1.886.281.7337

Counselling Services are available to help students deal with emotional, psychological and

social challenges	  of university.	   Counselling,	  consultation	  or referrals	  are	  available	  at the	  

Student Wellness Centre.	   Peer Help	  Line, a confidential listening, referral, information and

support line,	  is available	  during	  evening hours	  to	  provide	  support.

Student	  Food Bank

All Laurier students are eligible to use the Student Food Bank. Anonymous requests can be

made online at WLUSU.COM under the services tab. All dietary restrictions are

accommodated, and food hampers typically last up to a week.
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