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Instructor:   Jorg Broschek  

Lecture: F 9:30a.m.-12:20p.m. 

Classroom:  DWAB 3-105 

Email:  jbroschek@wlu.ca                                                            

Office Hours: Monday 2:00p.m.-4:00p.m. (or by appointment)  

Office: DAWB 4-103B 

 

Wilfrid Laurier University uses software that can check for plagiarism. Students may be required 

to submit their written work in electronic form and have it checked for plagiarism.  

 

Students with disabilities or special needs are advised to contact Laurier's Accessible Learning 

Office (https://www.wlu.ca/accessible-learning/index.html) for information regarding its 

services and resources. Students are encouraged to review the Academic Calendar for 

information regarding all services available on campus.  

 

Additional information on Foot Patrol, Counselling Services the WLUSU Food Bank can be found 

on the last page out this outline.   

Course Description 

 

State and nation are not only highly contested political categories, but also rather elusive 

analytical concepts. In this course we will trace and explore the changing nature of the state 

and nation in Canada over time. The seminar adopts a historical perspective. This will allow 



participants not only to develop a profound knowledge of how the multifaceted dynamics of 

state- and nation-building have shaped Canadian politics since 1867. Also, the seminar aims at 

enabling students to critically evaluate contemporary problems in light of their larger historical 

trajectory. Selected readings will allow us to discuss the value of different analytical 

perspectives to make sense of developments in the “real world” of Canadian politics. In 

addition, the readings will familiarize participants with both classical and contemporary 

scholarly works on the state and nation in Canada. 

 

Course Objectives 

 

By the end of the course students should: 

 

1. Have developed a historically informed understanding of the evolution of Canada’s 

multi-national state. 

2. Have acquired a deeper knowledge of the key concepts and debates revolving around the 

state and nation in Canada, and how they are linked with the broader field of comparative 

politics. 

3. Have learned how to apply such concepts to analyze and understand contemporary 

issues in Canadian politics. 

4. Have practiced and improved argumentation, presentation and writing skills through 

various assignments and active participation in class. 

 

Required Texts 

 

Most of the required readings assigned for each week are available online through the 

ARES course reserves on mylearning space. Readings not available online can be found 

on reserve in the Political Science office, or in the library. 

 

 



Course Evaluation 

 

Assignment 

General Participation  

 

Presentations 

 

Essay 

 

Final Term Paper Proposal 

 

Final Term Paper 

 

Due Date  

Ongoing 

 

As scheduled 

 

October 17, 2016 

 

November 14, 2016 

 

December 12, 2016 

 

% of course grade 

10% 

 

20% 

 

20% 

 

10% 

 

40% 

 

 

General Participation  

 

Students are expected to regularly attend and actively participate in all sessions. It is essential 

to come to class prepared, having thoroughly read all assigned readings and being ready to 

engage in discussions. Needless to say, class participation will not only be evaluated on the 

basis of the frequency of contributions, but also on the basis of the quality of contributions. In 

particular, evaluation will be based on criteria such as substance, clarity, and creativity.  

 

Presentations 

 

Each student is required to lead at least two seminar sessions. Basically, this includes a 

presentation (35-40 minutes) followed by a discussion. As there will be more than one 

presenter each class, students need to organize their presentation in small working groups. 

Students are thus strongly encouraged to work closely with each other and, whenever possible, 



jointly prepare their presentations. Presentations should basically review the assigned readings, 

but also go beyond them. Please begin to search for additional literature, government 

documents, newspaper articles etc. early on by yourself and consult the instructor for further 

advice and support. Be creative – you can, for example, also use audiovisual material if it helps 

to deepen our understanding of the issue addressed or to stimulate discussion.  

 

Beyond that, student-led presentations should 

• provide participants with background knowledge 

• highlight controversies about how to interpret or assess a particular development 

– empirically and normatively 

• suggest interesting discussion and/or research questions 

• suggest thoughtful, justifiable and theoretically informed answers, i.e. hypotheses 

• try to sharpen arguments and to provoke discussion 

• in doing so, attempt to provide a focus and direction for the seminar  

 

Oral presentations should be accompanied by (PowerPoint) slides. Whatever format you wish 

to use to support your oral presentation, make sure to submit your outline or slideshow at least 

20 hours (i.e. Thursday at noon) prior to the respective class on mylearning space. 

 

Essay 

 

In this essay you are invited to reflect and reconsider what we have discussed over the first 

weeks of the seminar, and how these insights can help us to evaluate the prospects of state- 

and nation-building in the context of contemporary Canadian politics. The essay should address 

the following topic: 

 

 

“A New ‘National Policy’ in Canada for the Early Twenty-first Century?” 

 



For example, think about questions such as: 

• How could we draft or design a new national policy, i.e. what ingredients (both in terms of 

goals and instruments) would be essential in the contemporary context of Canadian 

politics?  

• More specifically, and building on the framework introduced by Eden and Molot (1993), 

what would you consider as core features of “industry-building”, “infrastructure-building” 

and “society-building”? How would these elements interact to form a new, coherent 

framework for state- and nation-building? What would you expect to be the impact of such 

a paradigmatic framework? 

• What are (perhaps insurmountable?) structural constraints that would hinder effective 

formulation and/or implementation of a new national policy? How are contextual 

conditions today different from those in early nineteenth and twentieth century?  

 

This assignment is due on Monday, October 17, 2016, at noon. Please submit your text 

electronically via the drop box on mylearning space. 

 

 

Final Term Paper Proposal 

 

The proposal should outline the way you are going to approach your Final Term Paper. The 

outline should identify your research question, working hypotheses that you intent to discuss, a 

brief presentation of how you wish to elaborate your argument and, finally, a tentative 

conclusion. Please also include a preliminary structure (section headings) with the main 

supporting claims, arguments, content for each section in point form. Also, the proposal must 

include an annotated bibliography. Overall, the outline should be no more than 2-3 pages and 

will be evaluated on its coherence, feasibility, and thoroughness.  

 

This assignment is due on Monday, November 14, 2016, at noon. Please submit your text 

electronically via the drop box on mylearning space. 



Final Term Paper 

 

In the final term paper students are expected to engage more deeply with one of the topics 

addressed in this seminar. The paper can be approached in different ways: It can be either a 

literature review, a comparative study (diachronically, comparing historical episodes of state- 

and nation-building in Canada with each other or synchronically, by using Canada as “a case of” 

a certain phenomenon), or an original empirical analysis. The final term paper needs to be 

developed over time: I will not accept essays that have not been cleared first through the 

proposal outline exercise, so please plan ahead and do not start writing until your topic has 

been approved. 

 

The final term paper should be 12 to 14 double-spaced pages (3500 to 4000 words) in length. In 

order to demonstrate your capability to engage more deeply with the addressed topic, you are 

expected to use additional sources. Depending on the type of paper you envisage (e.g. 

literature review or empirical study), these may include more scholarly works (journal articles, 

monographs, book chapters) or “primary” data such as surveys, government documents, 

speeches, statistics etc. As a rule of thumb, one should target about 2 references per page, that 

means a minimum of fifteen to twenty references. 

 

This assignment is due on Monday, December 12, 2016, at noon. Please submit your text 

electronically via the drop box on mylearning space. 

 

Course Policies 

 

Academic Misconduct and the Need for Academic Integrity:  

 

Academic integrity is greatly valued in this course. Academic misconduct occurs in a variety of 

forms. Students are required to familiarise themselves with the University policies on Plagiarism 

and Academic Dishonesty as well as the associated penalties which can be severe.  



Plagiarism:  

 

According to the Academic Calendar (2016-17), plagiarism “involves using the thoughts, ideas, 

or writings of another person and passing them off as your own (adapted from the Oxford 

English Dictionary definition). It can involve taking credit for ideas that were not your own or 

using the words of others without properly citing them.” Further information can be found at 

https://students.wlu.ca/academics/academic-integrity/index.html. Should you have any 

questions about these issues please feel free to discuss them with me.  

Submission:  

 

Written work should be presented in a scholarly fashion, double spaced with one inch margins 

using a 12pt. Times New Roman font or equivalent. Work must be submitted as both an 

electronic and hardcopy. Electronic copies must be submitted by midnight on the date the 

assignment is due. Papers submitted after this will incur late penalties. Late penalties will be 

based on the date and time of electronic submission through the correct drop box on the 

course webpage in my-learning space (which will use Turnitin). A hardcopy, identical to the one 

submitted through my-learning space, must be submitted as soon as possible – either through 

my mailbox in the department or in class, the next time we meet.  Please keep a copy of all 

papers submitted for the course.  

 

Succinct and lucid writing is a skill. Papers that substantially exceed the page limit will be 

subject to penalty.  

 

Late penalties:  

 

Late penalties for written work will be assigned at 2% (of the 100% value of the assignment) per 

day, including weekend days, with a midnight cut-off for each day. To stop late penalties you 

must submit work through the appropriate drop box on the course webpage in my-learning 



space. An identical hard copy must be submitted as soon as possible – either through my 

mailbox in the department or in class, the next time we meet. 

 

Communication:  

 

An active WLU e-mail account is required as a means of communication. Please ensure that 

your account is active and check it regularly. The course uses a my-learning space webpage – 

important messages will be posted here. Students should be enrolled in the webpage and check 

it regularly. I encourage students to come and see me in office hours with specific questions or 

more general issues. If you require clarification on any aspect of the course please arrange to 

see me. Please also feel free to set up a meeting outside of regular office hours.  

 

Accommodations:  

 

Accommodations, including for emergencies, serious illness or religious observances will be 

made for both class attendance and written work. Documentation may be required. Where 

possible – such as in the case of religious observances - it is expected that I be notified in 

advance. Should you feel uncomfortable discussing the need for accommodation with me 

directly please feel free to contact accessible learning to discuss your situation. 

 

University Resources:  

 

The University provides a large selection of professional, academic and personal support 

services to assist students to succeed in their academic careers. Please consult the University 

website for available resources.  

 

 

 



Lecture Outline and Required Readings  

 

Weekly Schedule:  

 

Week 1: Introduction and Course Overview (Sept. 9) 

  

• No readings 

 

Week 2: Perspectives on the Canadian State (Sept. 16) 

  

• Pal, Leslie (1994): From Society to State: Evolving Approaches to the Study of Politics, in: 

Bickerton, James/Gagnon, Alain-G. (eds.): Canadian Politics, 2nd edition, Peterborough: 

Broadview Press, 39-53. 

• Albo, Gregory/Jenson, Jane (1989): A Contested Concept: The Relative Autonomy of the 

State, in: Clement, Wallace/Williams, Glen (eds.): The New Canadian Political Economy. 

Montreal & Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 180-211. 

• Cairns, Alan (1986): The Embedded State: State-Society Relations in Canada, in: Banting, 

Keith (ed.): State and Society. Canada in Comparative Perspective. Toronto: University of 

Toronto Press [Royal Commission on the Economic Union and Development Prospects 

for Canada, vol. 31], 53-86. 

 

 

Week 3: Perspectives on Nation and Nationalism in Canada (Sept. 23) 

 

• Trudeau, Pierre E. (1968): Federalism and the French Canadians, Toronto: Macmillan 

(Chapter: Federalism, Nationalism, and Reason).  



• Taylor, Charles (1994): Why Do Nations Have to Become States? In: Taylor, Charles: 

Reconciling the Solitudes. Essays on Canadian Federalism and Nationalism, edited by 

Guy Laforest. Montreal & Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 40-58. 

• Kymlicka, Will (2014): Citizenship, Communities and Identity in Canada, in: Bickerton, 

James/Gagnon, Alain-G. (eds.): Canadian Politics, 6th edition, Toronto: University of 

Toronto Press, 21-44. 

 

Week 4: State- and Nation-Building in Historical Context (Sept. 30) 

 

• Brodie, Janine (1996): The New Political Economy of Regions, in: Clement, Wallace (ed.): 

Understanding Canada. Building on the New Canadian Political Economy. Montreal & 

Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 240-261. 

• Eden, Lorraine/Appel Molot, Maureen (1993): Canada’s National Policies: Reflections on 

125 Years, in: Canadian Public Policy 19 (3), 232-251. 

• Stevenson, Garth (2012): The Political Economy of Regionalism and Federalism, in: 

Bakvis, Herman/Skogstad, Grace (eds.): Canadian Federalism, Third Edition, Don Mills; 

Oxford University Press, 20-37. 

 

Week 5: Aboriginal Self-Government and the Canadian State (Oct. 7) 

 

• Papillon, Martin (2014): The Rise (and Fall?) of Aboriginal Self-Government, in: 

Bickerton, James/Gagnon, Alain-G. (eds.): Canadian Politics, 6th edition, Toronto: 

University of Toronto Press, 113-131. 



• Alfred, Gerald (1995): Heeding the Voices of our Ancestors. Kahnawake Mohawk Politics 

and the Rise of Native Nationalism. Don Mills: Oxford University Press (Chapters: 

Reconceptualizing Nationalism and The Rise of Native Nationalism). 

• Cairns, Alan (2000): Citizens Plus: Aboriginal Peoples and the Canadian State, Vancouver: 

UBC Press. 

 

---Thanksgiving and Reading Week, October 10-14th--- 

 

Week 6: The Provincial State I: Ontario in Context (Oct. 21) 

 

• Evans, Bryan/Smith, Charles (2015): Introduction: Transforming Provincial Politics: The 

Political Economy of Canada’s Provinces and Territories in a Neoliberal Era, in: Evans, 

Bryan/Smith, Charles (eds.): Transforming Provincial Politics. Toronto: University of 

Toronto Press, 3-18. 

• Evans, Bryan/Smith, Charles (2015): The Transformation of Ontario Politics: The Long 

Ascent of Neoliberalism, in: Evans, Bryan/Smith, Charles (eds.): Transforming Provincial 

Politics. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 162-191. 

• Hjartarson, Joshua (2013): Old Habits Die Hard: ‘New’ Ontario and the ‘Old’ Laurentian 

Consensus, in: Mendelsohn, Matthew/Hjartarson, Joshua/Pearce, James (eds.): Canada: 

The State of the Federation 2010. Shifting Power: The New Ontario and What it Means 

for Canada. Montreal & Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 49-60. 

 

Week 7: The Provincial State II: Quebec (Oct. 28) 

 

• Gagnon, Alain-G. (2014): Five Faces of Quebec: Shifting Small Worlds and Evolving 

Political Dynamics, in: Bickerton, James/Gagnon, Alain-G. (eds.): Canadian Politics, 6th 

edition, Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 93-112. 



• Caron, Jean Francois/Laforest, Guy (2009): Canada and Multinational Federalism: From 

the Spirit of 1982 to Stephen Harper’s Open Federalism, in: Nationalism and Ethnic 

Politics 15 (1), 27-55. 

• Graefe, Peter (2015): Quebec Nationalism and Quebec Politics, from Left to Right, in: 

Evans, Bryan/Smith, Charles (eds.): Transforming Provincial Politics. Toronto: University 

of Toronto Press, 137-161. 

 

 

Week 8: The Provincial State III: The West (Nov. 4) 

 

• Berdahl, Loleen/Gibbins, Roger (2014): Looking West. Regional Transformation and the 

Future of Canada. Toronto: University of Toronto Press. 

• Richards, John/Pratt, Larry (1979): Prairie Capitalism. Power and Influence in the New 

West. Toronto: McClelland and Stewart (Chapters 1, 7). 

• Conway, Aidan/Conway, J.F. (2015): Saskatchewan: From Cradle of Social Democracy to 

Neoliberalism’s Sandbox, in: Evans, Bryan/Smith, Charles (eds.): Transforming Provincial 

Politics. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 226-254. 

• Patten, Steve (2015): The Politics of Alberta’s One-Party State, in: Evans, Bryan/Smith, 

Charles (eds.): Transforming Provincial Politics. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 

255-283. 

 

 

Week 9: The North (Nov. 11) 

 

• Braden, George/Alcantara, Christopher/Morden, Michael (2014): Something Old or 

Something New? Territorial Development and Influence within the Canadian Federation, 

in: Verrelli, Nadia (ed.): Canada: The State of the Federation 2011 – The Changing 



Federal Environment: Rebalancing Roles, Montreal & Kingston: McGill-Queen’s 

University Press. (online available at 

https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/4179291/10BradenAlacantaraMorden.pdf) 

• Abele, Francis (2011): Use It or Lose It? The Conservatives’ Northern Strategy, in: 

Stoney, Christopher/Doern, Bruce (eds.): How Ottawa Spends 2011-2012: Trimming Fat 

or Slicing Pork? Montreal & Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 218-242. 

• Henderson, Ailsa/White, Graham (2015). Managing the Moraine: Political Economy and 

Political Culture Approaches to Assessing the Success of Nunavut, in: Evans, 

Bryan/Smith, Charles (eds.): Transforming Provincial Politics. Toronto: University of 

Toronto Press, 315-346. 

• Slowey, Gabrielle (2015): The Northwest Territories: A New Day? In: Evans, Bryan/Smith, 

Charles (eds.): Transforming Provincial Politics. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 

347-366. 

 

Week 10: State and Society (Nov. 18) 

 

• Smith, Miriam (2002): Ghosts of the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council: Group 

Politics and Charter Litigation in Canadian Political Science, in: Canadian Journal of 

Political Science 35 (1), 3-29. 

• Knopff, Rainer and F.L. Morton (2002): Ghosts and Straw Men: A Comment on Miriam 

Smith’s “Ghosts of the Judicial Commmitee of the Privy Council”, in: Canadian Journal of 

Political Science 35 (1), 31-42.  

• Pal, Leslie (1993): Interests of State. The Politics of Language, Multiculturalism, and 

Feminism in Canada. Montreal-Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press (Chapters: 

Introduction and Conclusion) 

• Orsini, Michael (2014): Of Pots and Pans and Radical Handmaids: Social Movements and 

Civil Society, in: Bickerton, James/Gagnon, Alain-G. (eds.): Canadian Politics, 6th edition, 

Toronto: University of Toronto Press, S. 349-371. 



Week 11: The Canadian Welfare State: Continuity and Change (Nov. 25) 

 

 

• Banting, Keith (2008): Canada as a Counternarrative: Multiculturalism, Recognition, and 

Redistribution, in: White, Linda et al. (eds.): The Comparative Turn in Canadian Political 

Science. Vancouver: UBC Press, 59-76. 

• Jenson, Jane (2013): Historical Transformations of Canada’s Social Architecture. 

Institutions, Instruments, and Ideas, in: Banting, Keith/Myles, John (eds.): Inequality and 

the Fading of Redistributive Politics. Vancouver: UBC Press, 43-64. 

• Béland, Daniel/Lecours, André (2006): Sub-state nationalism and the Welfare State: 

Quebec and Canadian Federalism, in: Nations and Nationalism 12 (1), 77-96. 

 

Week 12: The Canadian State and Economic Integration (Dec. 2) 

 

• Clarkson, Stephen (2002): Uncle Sam and US: Globalization, Neoconservatism, and the 

Canadian State. Toronto: University of Toronto Press (Chapters 1, 2, and 20). 

• Goff, Patricia (2016): Canadian Trade Negotiations in an Era of Deep Integration. CIGI 

Papers No. 88, February 2016 

• Berdahl, Loleen (2012): (Sub)national Economic Union: Ideas, Institutions, and Internal 

Trade Policy in Canada, in: Publius: The Journal of Federalism 43 (2), 275-296 

 

 

 



 

On behalf of WLUSU (wlusu.com) 
 
 

Foot Patrol Walk Home Service: 

 

1.519.886.FOOT x3668 

 

Foot Patrol is a volunteer operated walk-home service, available daily during evening hours.  

Male-female, radio-dispatched teams trained in Emergency First Aid are available on request to 

escort students to and from campus as well as to off-campus destinations, either by foot or by 

van. 

 

Counselling Services and Peer Help Line: 

 

1.886.281.PEER x7337 

 

Counselling Services are available to help students deal with emotional, psychological and social 

challenges of university.  Counselling, consultation or referrals are available at the Student 

Wellness Centre.  Peer Help Line, a confidential listening, referral, information and support line, 

is available during evening hours to provide support. 

 

Student Food bank 

 

All Laurier students are eligible to use the Student Food Bank.  Anonymous requests can be 

made online at wlusu.com under the Services tab.  All dietary restrictions are accommodated, 

and food hampers typically last up to a week. 

 


