
P0264: The Practice of Politics in Canada 
 

Wilfrid Laurier University 

Winter 2017 

 
 

Instructor:   Jorg Broschek  

Lecture: TR 2:30p.m.-3:50p.m. 

Classroom:  Science Building N1002 

Email:  jbroschek@wlu.ca                                                            

Office Hours: Monday 2:00p.m.-4:00p.m. (or by appointment)  

Office: DAWB 4-103B 

 

Wilfrid Laurier University uses software that can check for plagiarism. Students may be required 

to submit their written work in electronic form and have it checked for plagiarism.  

 

Students with disabilities or special needs are advised to contact Laurier's Accessible Learning 

Office (https://www.wlu.ca/accessible-learning/index.html) for information regarding its 

services and resources. Students are encouraged to review the Academic Calendar for 

information regarding all services available on campus.  

 
Additional information on Foot Patrol, Counselling Services the WLUSU Food Bank can be found 

on the last page out this outline.   

 

Course Description 
 

A lot has happened in Canadian politics over the last few months. Electoral outcomes as in 

Quebec (2014), Ontario (2015), Alberta (2015) and, ultimately, on the federal level (2015) 



contrast sharply with scenarios conveyed in the aftermath of the Canadian federal election of 

2011. Many observers suggested that the 2011 election indicates the beginning of a new 

conservative era in Canadian politics. The lecture situates these developments within their 

larger historical context. Using recent developments in Canadian politics as a starting point, it 

traces patterns of continuity and change in selected areas of Canadian politics, covering topics 

such as federalism and regionalism, Quebec, Aboriginal peoples, social movements and interest 

groups, the welfare state and continental integration. 

 

Course Objectives 
 

By the end of the course students should: 

 

1. have a informed understanding of core issues in Canadian politics 

2. be able to situate contemporary problems in Canadian politics within their larger 

historical context 

3. have acquired basic skills of how key analytical concepts can be used to make sense 

of important developments in Canadian politics 

4. have improved their reading and writing skills  

 

Required Texts 
 

The following textbook should be purchased from the bookstore: 

Cochrane, Christopher/Blidook, Kelly/Dyck, Rand (2017): Canadian Politics. Critical 

Approaches, 8th ed., Toronto: Nelson Education. 

 

Supplementary readings will be made available through MLS. 

 

 

 



Course Evaluation 
 

Assignment 

General Participation  

 

Reading Responses (5) 

 

Critical Response Papers 

(15% x 2) 

 

Midterm Exam 

 

Final Exam 

Due Date  

Ongoing 

 

Ongoing 

 

January 23, 2017 

March 12, 2017 

 

February 9, 2017 

 

tba 

% of course grade 

10% 

 

5% 

 

30% 

 

 

20% 

 

35% 

 

 

General Participation  
 

Regular lecture attendance is crucial for your success. Lectures will take place on Tuesday and 

Thursday between 2:30 pm and 3:50 pm. The Tuesday class will introduce you into each week’s 

topic. Please make sure you have read the required readings for each week. The assigned 

readings comprise chapters from the Cochrane/Blidook/Dyck-textbook and will provide basic 

knowledge on each topic covered in the course. A significant portion of the Thursday class will 

include more interactive elements such as discussions and debate, which might occasionally be 

based on group work. The lectures will not simply summarize the readings. Even though the 

course is designed around the textbook, the lectures provide the structure and a significant 

portion of the content of the material covered during the term. They will refer to the readings 

and situate them within the context of the lecture. At the same time, lectures will also go 

beyond them, discussing additional aspects and including supplementary material.   

 



Reading Responses 
 

There will be 5 random days (at the end of class, either Tuesday or Thursday) where I will ask a 

short question based on that day’s reading. Students will receive half a point for being present 

to complete the response and another half point for providing the correct answer. Students 

absent from class with proper documentation will be evaluated based on the remaining reading 

responses.  

 

Critical Response Papers 
 

This assignment’s objective is to develop both your written and critical skills through short and 

specific written tasks. For each of the two critical response papers, students will address a 

specific question on an important development in Canadian politics. The maximum length of 

each paper is 3 pages (formatting and submission details see below). The question for each 

paper will be specified in class in due time. The literature students should engage with in each 

essay will be made available through MLS. The first critical response paper is due on January 23, 

the second one on March 12, 2017. 

 

Midterm Exam 
 

The midterm exam will be written in class on February 9, 2017, from 2:30 pm-3:30 pm. It will 

consist of short answer questions. The midterm will evaluate students’ knowledge of all course 

materials covered during Weeks 1 to 5 inclusive. 

 

Final Exam 
 

Each student is required to write a 2 hour final exam during the regular winter examination 

period (April 6-24 inclusive). Please check with the Registrar’s Office to confirm the date, time 



and location of your PO 264 final exam. Please do not make travel plans or other commitments 

until you know the date and time of all of your final exams.  

The final exam will evaluate students’ knowledge of all materials covered during Weeks 1-12 

inclusive. The format of the final exam will be similar to the midterm exam, i.e. consisting of 

short answer questions. 

 

Course Policies 
 

Academic Misconduct and the Need for Academic Integrity:  
 

Academic integrity is greatly valued in this course. Academic misconduct occurs in a variety of 

forms. Students are required to familiarise themselves with the University policies on Plagiarism 

and Academic Dishonesty as well as the associated penalties which can be severe.  

Plagiarism:  
 

According to the Academic Calendar (2016-17), plagiarism “involves using the thoughts, ideas, 

or writings of another person and passing them off as your own (adapted from the Oxford 

English Dictionary definition). It can involve taking credit for ideas that were not your own or 

using the words of others without properly citing them.” Further information can be found at 

https://students.wlu.ca/academics/academic-integrity/index.html. Should you have any 

questions about these issues please feel free to discuss them with me.  

Submission:  
 

Written work should be presented in a scholarly fashion, double spaced with one inch margins 

using a 12pt. Times New Roman font or equivalent. Work must be submitted as both an 

electronic and hardcopy. Electronic copies must be submitted by midnight on the date the 

assignment is due. Papers submitted after this will incur late penalties. Late penalties will be 

based on the date and time of electronic submission through the correct drop box on the 

course webpage in my-learning space. A hardcopy, identical to the one submitted through my-



learning space, must be submitted as soon as possible – either through my mailbox in the 

department or in class, the next time we meet.  Please keep a copy of all papers submitted for 

the course.  

 

Succinct and lucid writing is a skill. Papers that substantially exceed the page limit will be 

subject to penalty.  

 

Late penalties:  
 

Late penalties for written work will be assigned at 2% (of the 100% value of the assignment) per 

day, including weekend days, with a midnight cut-off for each day. To stop late penalties you 

must submit work through the appropriate drop box on the course webpage in my-learning 

space. An identical hard copy must be submitted as soon as possible – either through my 

mailbox in the department or in class, the next time we meet. 

 

Communication:  
 

An active WLU e-mail account is required as a means of communication. My policy is to respond 

to e-mails within 24 hours during weekdays. Students should not expect e-mail responses on 

weekends. E-mail contact should be for clarification purposes; more in-depth concerns should 

be addressed in a scheduled meeting or in office hours. Please ensure that your account is 

active and check it regularly. The course uses a my-learning space webpage. Students should be 

enrolled in the webpage and check it regularly. I encourage students to come and see me in 

office hours with specific questions or more general issues. If you require clarification on any 

aspect of the course please arrange to see me. Please also feel free to set up a meeting outside 

of regular office hours.  

 

 



Accommodations:  
 

Accommodations, including for emergencies, serious illness or religious observances will be 

made for both class attendance and written work. Documentation may be required. Where 

possible – such as in the case of religious observances - it is expected that I be notified in 

advance. Should you feel uncomfortable discussing the need for accommodation with me 

directly please feel free to contact accessible learning to discuss your situation. 

 

University Resources:  
 

The University provides a large selection of professional, academic and personal support 

services to assist students to succeed in their academic careers. Please consult the University 

website for available resources.  

 

 

Lecture Outline and Required Readings  
 

Weekly Schedule:  
 
Week 1: Introduction: Studying Continuity and Change in Canadian Politics I (January 3, 5) 

• Ibbitson, John (2012): The Collapse of the Laurentian Consensus, in: Literary Review of 
Canada, January-February 2012, online available at: 
http://reviewcanada.ca/magazine/2012/01/the-collapse-of-the-laurentian-consensus/ 

 

Week 2: Introduction: Studying Continuity and Change in Canadian Politics II (January 10, 12) 

• Cochrane/Blidook/Dyck: Ch. 1: Approaching the Study of Politics 

• Cochrane/Blidook/Dyck: Ch. 2: Institutional Foundations and the Evolution of the State 

 



Week 3: Politics in a Federal State (January 17, 19) 

• Cochrane/Blidook/Dyck: Ch. 18: The Federal System 

 

Week 4: Regionalism and Province-Building (January 24, 26) 

• Cochrane/Blidook/Dyck: Ch. 3: Regionalism  

 

Week 5: Reconciling the Two Solitudes: Quebec and the “Rest of Canada” (January 31, 

February 2) 

• Cochrane/Blidook/Dyck: Ch. 5: French Canada and the Quebec Question 

 

Week 6: Citizens Plus? Indigenous Governance (February 7, 9) 

• Cochrane/Blidook/Dyck: Ch. 4: Aboriginal Peoples 

 

Week 7:  Constitutional Politics in Canada: An Odyssey? (February 14, 16) 

• Cochrane/Blidook/Dyck: Ch. 17: The Canadian Constitution and Constitutional Change 

• Cochrane/Blidook/Dyck: Ch. 19: The Charter of Rights and Freedoms 

 

Reading Week: No classes February 21, 23 

 

Week 8: Political Parties and Party Systems (February 28, March 2) 

• Cochrane/Blidook/Dyck: Ch. 14 : Political Parties and the Party System 

 



Week 9: Social Movements and Interest Groups (March 7, 9) 

• Cochrane/Blidook/Dyck: Ch. 16: Advocacy Groups, Social Movements, and Lobbying 

 

Week 10: Class Politics and the Welfare State (March 14, 16) 

• Cochrane/Blidook/Dyck: Ch. 8: Class 

 

Week 11: Continentalizing Canada (March 21, 23) 

• Cochrane/Blidook/Dyck: Ch. 10: Canada’s External Environment: The United States and 

the World 

 

Week 12: Course Wrap-up (March 28, 30) 

 

 
On behalf of WLUSU (wlusu.com) 
 
 

Foot Patrol Walk Home Service: 

 

1.519.886.FOOT x3668 

 

Foot Patrol is a volunteer operated walk-home service, available daily during evening hours.  

Male-female, radio-dispatched teams trained in Emergency First Aid are available on request to 

escort students to and from campus as well as to off-campus destinations, either by foot or by 

van. 

 



Counselling Services and Peer Help Line: 
 

1.886.281.PEER x7337 

 

Counselling Services are available to help students deal with emotional, psychological and social 

challenges of university.  Counselling, consultation or referrals are available at the Student 

Wellness Centre.  Peer Help Line, a confidential listening, referral, information and support line, 

is available during evening hours to provide support. 

 

Student Food bank 
 

All Laurier students are eligible to use the Student Food Bank.  Anonymous requests can be 

made online at wlusu.com under the Services tab.  All dietary restrictions are accommodated, 

and food hampers typically last up to a week. 
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