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Laurier’s Research Evolution
laurier continues to evolve as a comprehensive
university that places a significant priority on research
excellence and exceptional student engagement.
As a university with a long tradition of meaningful
scholarship, Laurier researchers demonstrate
excellence not only by conducting innovative and
impactful research, but also by training the next
generation of emerging scientists to lead the world
in innovative discoveries. At Laurier, students at all
levels have access to unique opportunities to engage in
research and learn directly from our renowned faculty.
Throughout the 2016/17 annual research report,
you will find Laurier researchers are addressing issues
of critical importance to Canada’s economic success,
the health and well-being of Canadians and the
sustainability of our natural environment. Laurier’s
extraordinary strength in water research, excellence
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in business technology management, and innovation
when confronting issues relevant to Canadian
communities and abroad are highlighted throughout
the report. Laurier has an exceptional capacity for
cutting-edge and meaningful collaborations and
engaging with communities to make a real impact
through research.
We are tremendously proud of the remarkable
research accomplishments of our faculty, students and
staff and look forward to further advancing Laurier’s
research and knowledge mobilization portfolios in the
years to come.

Rob Gordon, PhD
Vice-President: Research

$16.3M

in total new funding
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Named “Canada’s most efficient research university”
—RE$EARCH INFOSOURCE, 2016–17
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Global leader in
cold regions
water science

LAURIER PARTNERS IN LARGEST UNIVERSITY-LED
WATER RESEARCH PROGRAM EVER FUNDED WORLDWIDE

4

G LO B A L WAT E R F U T U R E S
A seven-year program funded in part by
a $78-million dollar investment by the
Canada First Research Excellence Fund
Collaboration between Laurier, the
University of Saskatchewan, the
University of Waterloo and McMaster
University, involving more than 140
partners around the world
One of the largest water science
collaborations in the world
Will contribute to 10-year
Government of the Northwest
Territories-Laurier Partnership
Visit wlu.ca/northernresearch for
more information

canada is experiencing some of the world’s most rapid
warming, which is having a profound impact on its water
resources. The country is facing a future of floods, droughts
and other extreme water events, including changes in the
predictability of water quality and quantity. In 2016, the
Government of Canada, through the Canada First Research
Excellence Fund, provided a $78-million dollar investment
to Global Water Futures (GWF), one of the largest water
science collaborations in the world. A partnership between
Laurier, the University of Saskatchewan, the University
of Waterloo, and McMaster University, the seven-year
program will transform the way communities, governments

and industries in Canada and other cold regions worldwide predict and manage increasing water-related threats
associated with global warming.
Using GWF support, Laurier researchers will investigate
critical water issues, discover solutions to water crises
northern communities are grappling with, and find
answers to questions about the ecosystems that depend on
Canada’s water resources. Laurier’s involvement in GWF
will bolster the longstanding Government of the Northwest
Territories-Laurier partnership, helping inform the
decisions of Canada’s northern governments, businesses
and communities to create a sustainable future.
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nicole coviello (Marketing) is the Lazaridis Institute’s
research director and inaugural Lazaridis Research
Professor. Coviello was recently recognized with
the 2016/17 University Research Professor award.
An internationally acclaimed scholar, Coviello has spent
her career studying marketing strategy, international
business and entrepreneurship. With Laurier’s support,
Coviello will examine how innovation-related marketing
capabilities impact performance in fast-moving markets
and what happens to innovation when marketing
capabilities are misaligned inside a company.
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Collaboration
creates
competitive
technology
entrepreneurs
LAURIER’S LAZARIDIS INSTITUTE WILL
STRENGTHEN CANADA’S TECH TALENT

canada’s economic future depends on
training, attracting and retaining the best
and the brightest talent in the country.
Without the skills to create, manage
and grow tech businesses, Canada’s tech
ecosystem will not be able to compete
globally. This is the inspiration behind
a $35-million dollar investment by
Mike Lazaridis, renowned founder of
BlackBerry, and the province of Ontario
to create the Lazaridis Institute for the
Management of Technology Enterprises
at Laurier’s Lazaridis School of Business
and Economics. Research at the Lazaridis
Institute will address how technology
firms successfully move from start-up to
stay-up, and then how they scale-up to
become globally competitive enterprises.
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Investing in
knowledge
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CANADA’S ECONOMY
DEPENDS ON
ATTRACTING THE
BRIGHTEST MINDS

the federal government is
committed to advancing Canada’s
knowledge economy by investing in
new knowledge through research. By
supporting researchers at the earliest
stages of inquiry, Canada can foster
innovation across all sectors and
inform Canadian and international
policy, debate, decisions and actions to
address the most critical issues facing
us in the coming decades. In 2016/17,
Laurier had a 24 per cent increase in
external research funding from the
previous year.
The federal government invests in
research excellence in the areas of the
natural sciences, engineering, social
sciences, the humanities and health
sciences through the Tri-Council
agencies, the Natural Sciences and
Engineering Research Council of
Canada (NSERC), Social Sciences and

Humanities Research Council (SSHRC)
and the Canadian Institutes of Health
Research (CIHR).
In 2016/17, Laurier researchers
received a total of $5.5 million in funding
from the Tri-Councils to support
excellence in research in diverse fields
including archaeology and classical
studies, biology, finance, chemistry,
communication studies, economics,
education, geography and environmental
studies, kinesiology and physical
education, mathematics, psychology and
social work, to name a few.
Laurier also received an additional
$5.5 million in other federal funding,
including support from the Canada
Foundation for Innovation, the
Canada Research Chairs program,
Environment and Climate Change
Canada and Indigenous and Northern
Affairs Canada.
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Leaders in research
Laurier’s leading researchers, funded through the Tri-Council agencies, are providing answers and solutions
to the world’s most pressing questions. From research on food security to Indigenous identity to air pollutants,
Laurier researchers are making an impact in the lives of Canadians and those around the world.

josephine mcmurray (Business Technology Management)
is helping to fill a void for businesses, organizations and
government service providers when it comes to collecting
data about their service experience. McMurray’s SSHRCfunded research seeks to understand the
way smartphones can transform how
organizations collect service
user data, and the new
challenges they face using
mobile-enabled surveys,
such as privacy issues
around sharing personal
information like location.

jonathan crush (Georgraphy and
Environmental Studies) is a leading
international scholar on global migration
and development as well as rapid
urbanization and food security in the
global south. Crush addresses food
security challenges of rapid urbanization
in Africa, Asia and the Caribbean
through the Hungry Cities Partnership
project, funded by the International
Partnerships for Sustainable Societies
(IPaSS) program. Building on his previous
work, Crush received SSHRC funding
to contribute to the global conversation
on food security in secondary urban
cities, which frequently get overlooked by
infrastructure investment, policy focus
and academic research.
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ciann wilson (Psychology)
focuses on the health and
wellbeing of Indigenous, Black and
racialized communities and employs artsand community-based research approaches. Wilson’s recent SSHRCfunded research utilizes digital storytelling to shed light on the history,
geography and the contemporary realities of “Indigenous-Black”
communities in Canada.

noam miller (Psychology) is contributing to how we understand
behaviour. His NSERC-funded research examines how collective
behaviour in animals shapes different areas of cognition, such as
learning or searching. In 2016, Miller was also the recipient of
the prestigious Banting Discovery Award, awarded to the best new
investigators in all areas of medical research at a university or
research institute in Canada.

Laurier is committed
to growing its
capacity for groundbreaking research

tom hazell (Kinesiology and Physical
Education) is uncovering why men and women
experience weight loss differently. His NSERCfunded research will improve our understanding
of the specific mechanisms responsible for
exercise-induced changes in human appetite
regulation. More specifically, Hazell is
researching how intense interval exercise can
contribute to appetite suppression in men.

hind al-abadleh (Chemistry) is improving the environmental
health of Canadians. Her NSERC-funded research will discover
the impact of certain airborne particles on health to inform new
policies and regulations on air quality. Al-Abadleh also received the
Canada Foundation for Innovation Ontario Research Fund Small
Infrastructure Fund award and the John R. Evens Leaders Fund award
to support her research program.
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Diverting disaster
Laurier researcher Brenda Murphy innovates
in disaster planning for rural communities

Advancing
research
at home
THE ONTARIO GOVERNMENT
RECOGNIZES LAURIER RESEARCHERS
FOR LOCAL IMPACT
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rural and indigenous communities are especially
vulnerable to the impacts from extreme weather events.
Without the administrative capabilities of larger cities,
smaller communities often struggle to deal with day-today operations and challenges and don’t have the time
or resources to prepare for climate change or weather
disasters. Brenda Murphy, (Social and Environmental
Justice), calls this inequality an environmental injustice.
Through funding from the Ontario Ministry of
Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs (OMAFRA), Murphy
worked with graduate students and a project advisory
board to enhance the adaptive capacities of rural Ontario
communities by integrating emergency management
with critical infrastructure planning. Their research
developed the Toolkit for Rural Emergency Management
Enhancement (xTREME), which has already resulted
in some success stories. The Tobique First Nation in
New Brunswick, for instance, has adapted a nationally
accredited system for critical incident stress management.

Early career
excellence
EARLY RESEARCHER AWARDS
ATTRACT TALENT TO ONTARIO

laurier’s stephanie dewitte-orr (Health Sciences and Biology)
and Ivona Hideg (Organizational Behaviour and Human Resource
Management) received prestigious Early Researcher Awards from
Ontario’s Ministry of Research, Innovation and Science.

Protecting frogs and fish
The health of Canada’s wetland ecosystem is essential to the
health of our communities. Currently, we do not understand
how fish and frogs detect and protect themselves from emerging
viral diseases, such as ranaviruses, resulting to a lack of vaccines
or other protection measures for these species. DeWitte-Orr is
working to understand the innate antiviral immune responses in
aquatic vertebrates, specifically frogs and fish. Discovering how
both fish and frog immune systems respond to viruses will lead to
the development of therapies and protective measures for these
economically and ecologically important animals.

Levelling the playing field
Cultivating gender diversity in the workplace will be invaluable
to boosting the Canadian economy. However, equity in corporate
leadership still struggles to gain momentum. Hideg studies the role
sexism plays in gender diversity in corporate leadership. Much of
her research examines how “benevolent” sexist attitudes promote
and undermine gender diversity in the workplace. Her work
supports the goals of the Ontario Securities Commission’s new
rules requiring disclosure of representation of women on boards
and executive positions.
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Laurier’s distinguished scholars
CANADA RESEARCH CHAIRS
The Canada Research Chairs Program is committed to attracting and retaining some of the world’s
most accomplished and promising minds.
Jennifer Baltzer Canada Research Chair in Forests and Global Change (tier 2)
Jörg Broschek Canada Research Chair in Comparative Federalism and Multilevel Governance (tier 2)
Mark A. Eys Canada Research Chair in Group Dynamics and Physical Activity (tier 2)
Tripat Gill Canada Research Chair in Market Insight and Innovation (tier 2)
Karen Grépin Canada Research Chair in Global Health Policy and Evaluation (tier 2)
Philip Marsh Canada Research Chair in Cold Regions Water Science (tier 1)
Roderick Melnik Canada Research Chair in Mathematical Modelling (tier 1)
Alison Mountz Canada Research Chair in International Migration (tier 2)
Andriy Shkilko Canada Research Chair in Financial Markets (tier 2)
Anne Wilson Canada Research Chair in Social Psychology (tier 2)

DONOR-SPONSORED POSITIONS
Leslie Berger and James Moore KPMG Foundation Fellowships In Accounting
Alison Blay-Palmer CIGI Chair in Sustainable Food Systems
Gary Cameron Lyle S. Hallman Chair In Child And Family Welfare
Mary Chaktsiris Cleghorn Fellowship In War And Society
Nicole Coviello Lazaridis Research Professor
Jonathan Crush CIGI Chair in Global Migration and Development
Simon Dalby CIGI Chair in the Political Economy of Climate Change
Paul Freston CIGI Chair of Religion and Politics in Global Context
Michael Haughton CN Fellowship In Supply Chain Management
Mark Humphries Dunkley Chair In War And The Canadian Experience
Madhu Kalimipalli Equitable Life Of Canada Fellowship In Finance
Mary Kelly Chair in Insurance
Si Li Ira Gluskin Fellowship In Finance
Zhenfeng Ma Aidan Tracey Fellow In Experiential And Social Media Marketing
Rianne Mahon CIGI Chair in Comparative Family and Social Policy
Robert Mathieu Linamar Fellowship In Accounting
Audra L. Mitchell CIGI Chair in Global Governance and Ethics
James Orbinski CIGI Chair in Global Health
M. Fabricio Perez Arthur Wesley Downe Professorship In Finance
Brian Smith BMO Financial Group Professorship In Entrepreneurship
Alan Whiteside CIGI Chair in Global Health
Sarah Wilner Chair in Brand Communication
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ROYAL SOCIETY OF CANADA
The Royal Society of Canada recognizes scholarly, research and artistic excellence, to advise governments
and organizations, and to promote a culture of knowledge and innovation in Canada and with other national
academies around the world.
The Royal Society of Canada named two eminent geographers from Laurier to the prestigious College of New
Scholars, Artists and Scientists. As members, Alison Mountz and Alison Blay-Palmer will address issues of
particular concern to new scholars, artists and scientists, for the advancement of understanding and the benefit
of society, taking advantage of the interdisciplinary approaches fostered by the College.

Renegotiating borders
How people move around the world, how politics controls borders and
the public perception of refugees and asylum seekers has never been a
more urgent and relevant topic for Canadians and policy makers. Mountz
examines the decisions, displacements, and desires that drive human
migration and the policies and practices designed to manage migration.
Her latest research explores Canada’s role as a safe haven for American
war resisters. Using the oral histories of Americans who sought protection
in Canada during the Vietnam War and more recently, during conflicts in
Afghanistan and Iraq, Mountz will examine how asylum is influenced by
Canadian-U.S. politics and relations.

Food for thought
The most fundamental human need is food. As our world becomes more
industrialized, urbanized and grapples with climate change pressures,
developing sustainable food practices becomes intrinsically connected to
our well-being as a planet and society. Blay-Palmer is a leading researcher on
sustainable food systems in communities, and has shifted the literature of
economic geography to relocate food systems in a dynamic and complex cityregion context. Through the study of food, citizens, practitioners, policy-makers
and academics, she demonstrates the importance of and interconnections
between ecological stewardship, social justice, cultural vitality, prosperous
economies and citizen engagement. Blay-Palmer received $2.5 million in SSHRC
funding to start the FLEdGE (Food: Locally Embedded, Globally Engaged)
research partnership. She is the founding director of the Centre for Sustainable
Food Systems at Laurier.
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Leading the way
LAURIER’S DISTINGUISHED STUDENT AND POSTDOCTORAL
RESEARCHERS IMPROVE THE FUTURE OF THE WORLD

Africa’s food crisis
Laurier postdoctoral fellow finds
ties between gender equality and
food security
liam riley, Laurier postdoctoral fellow,
is studying the interconnectivity of food
security and gender equality in African
cities. Riley is working with Professor
Jonathan Crush and a team
of researchers, along with the Mbawemi
Women’s Organization in Malawi,
to investigate urban food security in
the global south. He was awarded
the prestigious Banting Postdoctoral
Fellowship, which provides funding
to top-tier postdoctoral applicants,
enabling them to develop their
leadership potential and to position
them for success as the research leaders
of tomorrow.
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Committed to Canada’s North
Laurier graduate students recognized for northern research excellence
katherine black, a master’s student supervised by
Associate Professor Jennifer Baltzer, is conducting
research on green alder shrubs at Trail Valley Creek, a
remote research station near Inuvik in the Northwest
Territories. Her research project is focused on how
variation in environmental conditions, like soil
moisture, influences green alder shrub physiology
on the low arctic tundra. Black’s work will provide
insight into how tundra shrubs will respond to
changes in environmental conditions associated
with climate warming.
james telford, a master’s student working with
Professor Brent Wolfe, is collaborating with the
Tłįchǫ First Nations community in Canada’s
central Northwest Territories to establish a long-

term aquatic ecosystem-monitoring program in
the Marian River Watershed as part of the Marian
Watershed Stewardship Program. The Tłįchǫ use
the lakes and rivers as fishing grounds and
transportation routes; Telford’s research will help
ensure their water stays safe and clean and will
develop an understanding of the impact of climate
change on the watershed.
Black and Telford both received the W. Garfield
Weston Award for Northern Research at the master’s
level from the Association of Canadian Universities
for Northern Studies (ACUNS). The award
honours outstanding students who are advancing
our understanding of important scientific issues
facing the North.
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